Life Is More Than Following Rules

Text: Colossians 2:11-23

I. The Role of Circumcision (v.11)

A. The Jewish Covenant

1. Circumcision was a sign of God’s covenant of salvation with Israel.

2. It signified the cutting away of the unwanted flesh.

3. It came to be a focus rather than a sign of a deeper change.

· Deuteronomy 30:6
B. Christian Circumcision

· Philippians 3:3
II. Guilty Under the Law (v. 13)

A. We all stand guilty and uncircumcised (in our flesh) before a holy God.

· Jeremiah 9:25-26 

B. Our indictment demands punishment.

· Genesis 17:14
· Jeremiah 17:5
· Rom 6:23 

III. He Expunged the Indictment (v.14)

A. He took our guilt to the cross and bore the pain of our circumcision.

B. In Him, we are declared innocent of all charges.

C. In Him, our sin and guilt are cut away.

D. In Him, we are given a heart transplant.

· Ezekiel 36: 26-28

IV. He Disarmed the Prosecutor (v.15)

A. Satan has nothing with which to accuse you.

· Revelations 12:10-12
B. When you stand before God, he must be silent.

· Zechariah 3:1-4
V. Why Be Cheated to Please Men (17-23)

A. Real religion is not do it yourself religion.

B. Real religion is not about feeling good about yourself.

C. Real religion is not about following the rules of men.

D. Real religion is simply about following Jesus.

